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FUREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


From late Londoa way received at the 
Office of the Christian Herald. 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday, May 7, was held 
the 13th Anmniversary of this institu- 
tion, at Fremasons’ Halil, London: at 
which their piows and noble patron, 
Lord Teignmouth, presided, who was 
supported by the Bishops of Salisbury, 
Norwich, Gloucester, and Cloyne, the 
Earl of Elgin, Lord Gambier, and sev- 
eral respectable Members of the Bri- 
tish Parliament. 

The Report briefly mentioned the 
‘flourishing state of the Society, and 
1s rapid extension throug’: the werld. 
The spirit of peace had poured on 
the world a rich abundance of mo- 
val and intellectual blessings. Chris- 
tian knowledge is now confined to 
no country: The African and the 
Asiatic—the Hottentot and the Hin- 
doo, are enabled to trace the mind of 
God in the pages of Scripture, and re- 
joice in there contemplating a sub- 
limer revelation than in sun, moon, 
and stars. ‘The crescent of Mahomet 
sinks before the rising beams of Chris- 
tianity; a Mahometan aged 40 had 
learned to read, purposely that he 
might read the Scriptures. The first 
Bible soid in Africa was to a Hotten- 
tot. An African said of the Scrip- 
tures, “ These are the weapons that 
will conquer Africa—they. have con- 
quered me.” The report stated the 
formation of various Bible Societies at 
home and abroad, particularly in Rus- 


_ sia, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, &c. 


and even among the Catholics, thou- 
sands of whem now read the Bible : 
also in the East and West Indies, 
America, and Africa, where a Hot- 
tentot of 50 years of age learned to 
read that he might read the Bible. 


The Report concluded with. giving — 


thanks to God for a disposition te en- 


-_ 


courage the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, and imploring the divine bles.’ *’ 
sing on its exertions. 

The Repart, together-with the whole 
proceedings of this meeting, were re- 
plete with the most lively interest, and 
equally encouraging with those of any 
farmer anniversary; but as we expect 
to be enabled to furnish our readers 
with a detailed account ia our next 
Number, we shall for the present con- 
fine ourselves to a few of the most 
prominent facts stated in the Report. 

Tite object of the Society is increas- 
ingly felt and promoted in every part 
of the globe, and new fields are con- 
tinually opening for the dispensation 
of its bounty, by encouraging the es- 
tablishment of the Societies for per- 
petuating the distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures. Among,the Roman Cath- 
olics upon the contiftent large impres- 


sions of the New Testament have - 


been circulated at the charge of the 
Society, as well as to Protestants situ- 
ated in Catholic countries, which have 
been attended with the most benefi- 
cial results. 

The Auxiliary Societiesin the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, although much increas- 
ed in number, continue their opera- 
tions with vigeur; and, notwithstand- 
ing the past year has been one of pe- 
culiar distress, they have contributed 
to the Parent Institution no less than 
52,0271. 9s. Sd. ;* and.as their local 
wants become supplied with the Holy 
Scriptures, they progressively al'ot a 
considerable portion of those contri- 
tions.tedbe general purposes of the 
Institution, without requiring 
Bibles and Testaments, 
ing them to promete 

‘@usively the gee § and Cir- 
Silasiot of the Ho tures in 
countries destitute of the Word: of 








* Upwards of twd hundred and thirty-one 
dollars. 











Life. The sum of 21,954/. 7s. Gd. 
has been received during the past year 
for Bibles and Tesiaments. ‘The total 
net receipts was 84,040/. 17s. 4d.* and 
the net expenditure 89,2301. 9s. 9d-F 

The toial number of Bibles issued 
during the year, ending the 3ist March 
last, was 92,229, and of Testaments 
100,782 ; making the whole number 
issued by the Society exceed A MIL- 
LION AND’ THREE QUARTERS 
of copies of the Holy Scriptures. 

After the Report was reac, apolo- 
gies for unavoidable absence were re- 
ceived from the Bishop of Durham, 
Lord Exmouth, and Mr. Vansittart. 

W. Wilberforce, Esq. M. P. cons 
eratulated the Society om the favoura- 
ble report just read, and on the ani- 
nating intelligence it contained. “My 
Lord, (said Mr. W.) vou have even a- 
w akered Siberia itself to life and ac- 
tion.” Mr. W. moved the acceptance 
and printing of the report. 

The Right Rev. Bishop of Salisbury 
seconded this motion. 

Thanks to the President were mov- 
ed by the Right Rev. the Bishop of 
Gloucester, who, after stating the feel- 
ings with which the Report should im- 
press us, such as’ gratitude, patience, 
perseverance, &c. suggested the im- 
portant inquiry, Whether we our- 
selves have been making a diligent 
and profitable use of that treasure so 
long committed to us, in the daily de- 
vout perusal of it, and prayer over it. 
“I trust (said his loydshyp) [ shall be 
excused touching upon this point, be- 
cause it arises from av ardent desire 
lo promote this good cause, aud an en- 
deavour im my humble way to make 
it all pure within as well as all glorious 
without.” 

Sir T. Ackland, Bart. M.P.) “Tn 
approaching your lordshipgdee p proach, 
the cetttre of the greatest ew ie p pris 
world ever saw—it a 
fa the ends ef the eartit 


heavens.” Sir Thomas. Hees 
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England bad the distinguished honor 
ef xecomp lishiife two great works, the 
* Upwards of three hundred and sevenly- 
four thonsand dolta?s 
+ Almos: feur hundred choutand dellars. 
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abolition of the slave trade, and the 


establishment of the Bible Society. 

Presipent. If I were to name a day 
in my life attended with a peculias 
blessing, I would name the day on 
which | became a member of this So- 
ciety. He added, that if his abilities 
were equal] to his love to the Society, 
he should be more deserving of their 
thanks. 

W. Money, Esq. M. P. in moving to 
the Right Hon. and Rev. Vice Presi- 
dents, adverted to the horrid blasphe- 
my of “a living god” in India. I 
heard (said Mr. M.) of a being impi- 
ously siyled “ the living god,” and 1] 
found bitn an ignorant boy of about 
4 or 15 years of age, sitting in a tem- 
ple surrounded by his wo orshippers. 
His story was this: about 160 or 170 
years ago, a Buddha of consequence 
was told ina vision that there should 
be seven inearnations ef a god in his 
family. The seven incarnations ex- 
pired, and the priests added a su 
namerary one, and when the people 
heard of it they ouly censidered it as 
displayingjthe extraordinary power of 
their god. Mr. M. mentioned also the 
conversion of a Buddha priest in Cey- 
lon, who had beeome a Christian min- 
ister. 

Rev. G. Cuayvron observed, that 
the spirit of this Society, though drag- 
ged intocontroversy, had exhibited the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ. 
“Some subordinate officers (like my- 
self) may have been chafed ‘and fret- 
ted ; but when we come to our. Secre- 
tary and say, “ My father, shall we smite 
them 2 shallace smite them?” He has an- 
swered, “ Thou shalt not smite them : 
wouldst thou smite those whem we 
have taken captive with our sword 
and with our bow ? Set bread and wa- 
ter before them thal they may eat and 
drink, and go to their master.” (See 
2 Kings vi. 20, 2F.) ‘This Society also 
reminded him ‘of the blessing of Jacob, 
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, whose 
branches run over the wall.” Onone 
side the wall I see mitred greatness, 
on the other humble dissent; but the 
branches meet over the wall, and 
there is no sectarian flavour in the 














wine—it is the wine of the kingdom, 
and rejoices the heart both of God and 
man. 

Sir Gro, Gray moved thanks to the 
Royal Dukes who patronized the So- 
ciety—York, Kent, Sussex, Glouces- 
ter, and Cumberland. 

J. Wayianp, Jun. Esq. in seconding 
these thanks, remarked the good ef- 
fects of the Bible in promoting habits 
of industry as weil as morais and 
religion among the poor. 

Rev. Dr. Mason, of New-York, Sec- 
retary to the American National Bi- 
ble Socicty, observed: ‘There was a 
general sentiment that all light must 
‘beam from east to west; but the Sun 
of righteousness was subjectto no such 
law. On this occasion he has been 
pleased to arise in the western isle of 
Britain, and from thence to beam his 
light upon the dark shores of India, 
with a glory never to be extinguished. 

“Tt is iu vain to talk of opposition 


- gow, iny lord (said Dr. M.) when the 


Bible Society forms the moral ma- 
chinery of the world. All the great and 
tormidable columns which have been 
arranged under its banners have but 
one word of command from on high, 
and that word is—onward/”’ He mo- 
ved the thanks to the Committee, 
which was seconded by 

Rev. R. Watson, (Secretary to the 
Methodist Mission,) also thanked the 
Society for communicating so fully 
their operations and. success, which 
was enough almost to make us forget 
the miseries of the world, in the ex- 
pectation of its futere glory. The 
young man may uow well re*vice in 
his youth, because he may live to see 
the glorious results. “We see before 
us (said he) the scene of a soft 
and beautious sun-rise, the rays of 
which shed a brilliant light, as well 
upon the cottages of Siberia as upon 
the imperial palaces.” 

Dr. Tuorre, of Dublin, mentioned a 
noted criminal lately executed in Ire- 
land, who had never seen a Bible till he 
saw it in his cell a little before his ex- 
ecution; then laying his hand upon it 
he said, “ Had I possessed a copy of 
this beok ten years ago, I had not 
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been here :” and he spent the last min- 
utes of his life in advising the specta- 
tors around him to procure a Bible, 
and to search diligently its contents. 
He stated that a desire to read the 
Scriptures was much on the increase 
among the Roman Catholics uf Ire- 
land; yet there were thousands of 
them who had not seen a Bible. 

Joun Trornton, -Esq. (the Treas- 
urer) stated the amount of subscrip- 
tions aud donations this year to be 
62,286/.; which isonly 646/. less than 
the last, notwithstanding all the pres- 
sure of the times. Mr. T. stated 
the high gratification he felt in trans- 
acting the business and prometing the 
interests of the Society. 

The Right Reverend the Bishop of 
Norwicu expressed the heartfelt satis- 
faction which he experienced in meet- 
ing so many excellent men of all reli- 
gious persuasions, who, laying aside 
every minor consideration, have the 
wisdom to perceive, and the piety to 
feel, that unity of heart is far more 
important than uniformity of senti- 
ment. He moved thanks to the Secre- | 
taries, regretting much the indisposi- * 
tion of one of them, the Rev. Mr. 
Owen, who was unable to attend. 
This was seconded by Rev. Mr. Burn ; 
and Dr. Srermxoprr returned thanks 
in the name of all the three, as Mr. 
Hucues, though present, was disabled 
from speaking by a cold which affect- 
ed his voice. 

Rev. Mr. Parrerson, from Russia, 
stated, that fifteen millions of Bibles 
were wanted for the Russian empire. 
Formerly 2000 annually were thought 
enough: now 200,000 were not half 
enough. The great and good ALRx- 
ANDER, besides the 10,000 rubles which 
he annually subscribes, has given a pa- 
lace and gardens for the use of the Soci- 

ety, and now promises to furnish both. 

Rev. D. Wixson, of St. John’s Chap- 
el, who officiated for the Rev. Mr. 
Owen, absent through illness, said, 
“ While we deplore the affecting ill- 
ness of him whom I represent this day, 
the other Secretaries may report to 
him, that excépting his presence, no-. 
thing has been wanting for the meet- 





“™~ 


196 ' Sunday Schools m Troy, (NM. ¥.) 


ing. We have had more than ever 
of the divine presence and blessing 
and have come to this altar and swor m 
afresh allegiance to the Bible, and to 
the God of the Bible.” 


Ln 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN TROY. 


Through the politeness of a Friend, we 
have received the first annual Report of the 
Board of lespectors of the Sunday Schools 
in Troy, from which we make the following 
extracts. It will he remembered that the 
city of Troy has been highly favoured of 
the Lord during the last year. The Holy 
Spirit has been poured out upon that place 
in a distinguished and glorious manner, and 
uiany are made the hopeful snbjects of re- 
newibg grace. In the following report we 
<«-e the truth exemplified, that where the 
*¢ tree is made good, it will bring forth good 
fruit.’ Conwinced that faith without works 
is, dead, the renewed convert, who has 
been brought to renounce bis own right- 
eousness atid ‘disclaim all merit in bis own 
works, stands astonished, like Sanl of Tar- 
sis, and ‘anxiously enquires, “ Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” and those who 
have the most, humbling conviction that 
they can do nothing, usually do the most in 
works of love and mercy. 


Report. 

Tt had long been a subject of deep 
regret previously to the establishment 
of these schools, that our streets on the 
Lord’s day were Often filled with idle 
children and thonghtless adulis. It 
was no uncommon thing to witiiess the 
profanation of that sacred and hallow- 
ed day by companies of uoisy wan- 
dering bovs, who attended no place of 
worship, and viewed it asa mere holi- 
day. The p renple of colour had alse 
become a subject ef much concern. 
Their condition was peculiarly calea- 
lated to excite commisecration: most 
of them had been originally slaves: 
prejudice had excluded them from our 
ordinary schools, and extreme igno- 
rance was the condition of far the 
eveater portion of them: as if it'was 
vat enough to held them in bendage, 
toimake thein “hewers of wood and 
deawers of water,’ by a most refined 
cruelty their very sonls were enchain- 

ed, in the deepest ignorance. In re- 
fle tthe On UNéirSitvation, everv <ensi- 
bility ef cur n 


tatuye 2s men and Chris- 





tians was awakened. To behold in 
the midst of an enlightened people, 
» aaieaiin a religion speaking peace 

and good will to all mankind, a nume- 
rous class in a state of heathenism, by 
our inattention and utter 
them, cast a severe reproach on our 
Christian profession. Their igno- 
rance was our fault—they were treat- 
ed as an inferior race of beings; and 
the debasement of their souls through 
our entire disregard of them, will long, 
very long, leave a reproach upon the 
character of this nation, even greater 
than that which lies upon it for tolera- 
ting slavery. Such reflections on the 
condition of this friendless class of our 
fellow creatures, furnished the most 
powerful motives to Christians to at- 
tempt to meliorate it. 

About a year since four schools were 
opened, three for whites and one for 
people of colour. As soon as the o - 
ganization of the association was 
known, a number of pious young IJa- 
dies and gentlemen tendered; their 
services as teachers, and the schools 
were all supplied with ver ty little difh- 
eulty.. 

In the course of the year more than 
five hundred children and one hun- 
dred and sixty coloured people have 
been entered in the schools. Bétween 
fifty and sixty teachers are usually 
employed in conducting the schools, 
and four managers on the av erage 
have been assigned to each school. 
‘Fhe schools are uniformly opened 
and closed with prayer, and a hymn 
is sung at least once a dav.. Althauigh 
reading and spelling forms part of ihe 
exercises of these schools, it is entirely” 
subordinate to the great, ‘leading, and 
prominent object, which is the giving 
of religious instruction. 


The Report keré details the’ im- 


provement in each school respective- 
ly. ‘In ove school it is stated that 
upwards of three hundred children 
have been instructed in reading, spel- 
ling, and the great fundamental doc 
trines of our holy religion. The. 
school now consists of one hundred 
and twenty-nine scholars, who rhost of 
them regularly attehd twice every Sab-" 
bath, and are here instructed by fit 


neglect of 
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ieen teachers, under the superintend- 
ence of four managers. 

Many of these children we have 
reason to believe never before enjoy- 
ed the privilege of attending any 
school, and were equally ignorant of 
letters and the first principles of reli- 
gion. Had not the managers had 
personal demonstration of the melan- 
choly fact, they never could have be- 
jieved, that in a Christian country, 
where religious instruction is so much 
within the reach of every class of the 
community as in this city, children 
could be found so deplorably destitute 


‘of all just ideas of God, their moral 


responsibility and the way of life, as 
they have found many who have at- 
tended this school. Children of both 
sexes, ten, twelve, and even thirteen 
years of age, have on examination ap- 
peared as ignorant of God and their 
Redeemer, as if edacated among the 
rudest heathen tribes, where the light 
of revelation and science never pene- 
trated. Qbhjects of this description 
were well ca!culated to excite, and 
have commanded the most active ex- 
ertions of Cliristian benevolence. The 
teachers of the schools have by their 
assiduous and benevolent exertions to 
instruct and improve their pupils, gain- 
ed the confidence and affection of the 
children, and merited the most unqual- 
ified approbation of the managers. 
The average recitations of the les- 
sons committed to memory by the 
school collectively, have for some ume 
past amounted weekly to nearly or 
quite two thousand verses of the Scrip- 
tures, between eighty and a hundred 
hymus and psalms, and from three 
to four hundred answers from the cat- 
echisms. But in nothing has the 
school been more distinguished of late, 
than in their highly interesting and 
constantly increasing attention to mor- 
al and religious instruction, their or- 
derly and attentive deportment in 
school, aud a mutual and growing at- 
tachment between the teachers and 
pupils. 
School No.2. The recitations of 
what the whole school have comwmit- 
tgd during each week of the present 
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quarter has amounted to from one to 
two thousand verses of Scripture and 
Hymns, but principally Scripture, be- 
sides the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, Cate- 
chisin, é&c. &c. 

Among the humber of those who 
have distinguished themselves for their 
recitations, are one girl who at once 
recited 480 verses. of Scripture 3 ano- 
ther 208; another 224; another 150; 
another 120; another 100. One boy 
577, and another 100; besides a very 
considerable number who recite from 
25 to 75 verses, 

The teachers are indefatigable, ten- 
‘der, aud affectionate in their inter- 
course with their pupils; soleinn and 
zealous in their labours; and second 
all the desires and efforts of the mana- 
gers. The morals of the youth evi- 
dently improve. ‘They are orderly 
and attentive in school; they are rap- 
idly gaining a know ledge of the funda. 
mental doctribes of our holy religion, 
and treasuring up in their teuder minds 
a collection of familiar lessons and 
hymns, and in the different parts of 
the Oid and New Testaments thyse 
truths which alone can make them 
wise unto salvation, 

It appears from the Report of the 
Managers of School No. 3. that it com- 
menced the first Sunday of August 
Jast, with 58 scholars and nine teach- 
ers, and at the end of the first quarte: 
the number of scholars had increaseu 
to 142; that during that period no 
pains were spared by the teachers o 
managers to inculcate on the minds 0 
those under their charge the being am 
perfections of God, the Creator of all 
things, and the way of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ, his beloved Son, 
our Redeemer. The g great plan of re- 
demption was unfolded to their view, 
and the infinite obligation under which 
they were placed to love and praise 
Him, who had done so much for them. 
In short the principles of religion an: 
morality were strictly set before them. 
In concluding these remarks on the 
progress of the school during the first 
quarter, the managers say, “ that they 
are happy to state that their la- 
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bours were owned and blessed by the 
King and Head of the Church, as was 
evident in the lively interest, unwea- 
ried attention, and pleasing deport- 
ment of the scholars, and the general 
prosperity of the Schoo!.” 

At the earnest request of the schol- 
ars, permission was given on the 13th 
of April to recite on the following 
Lord’s day as many verses as they 
could commit. Accordingly, on the 
20th of Aprii, 4429 verses of Scripture 
and 239 Hymns were repeated. The 
number of scholars whose names have 
been entered on the books of this 
school amount at the present time to 
207, and the usual number present 
is 80 or 90, 

The managers state that the fideli- 
ty with which the teachers of this 
school have discharged their duty, will 
for ever endear them to all those who 
are endeavouring to advance the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom on earth. The 
managers conclude their report with 
an expression of gratitude to the Great 
Dispenser of every blessing, for the 
success and flourishing state of the 
school, and they earnestly entreat 
Him that their labours may be “as 
bread cast upon the waters, which 
shall be found after many days.” 

The School No. 4, for coloured peo- 
ple, was opened in two or three weeks 
after the first white school. This de- 
lay was for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing whether the coloured people had 
any inclination to be _ instructed. 
Their importunities to have the 
school opened were very urgent, and 
about 90 attended the first day. The 
whole number entered up to the pre- 
sent time is 160; of whom 105 are fe- 
males. The number belonging to the 
school at present is about 100, about 
40 of whom usually attend the morn- 
ing school, and 7Q in the afternoon. 
This school is composed of persons of 
all ages, between 5 and 60, and one 
or two perhaps exceeding that age; 
such is the ignorance in which many 
of these people are brought up, that 
the ages of a number could only be 
conjectured. It is satisfactorily ascer- 
tained, however, that 22 of those who 





have entered the schoo! were upwards 
of 30 years of age, 7 upwards of 40 
years, and 5 over 50. Not more than 
a sixth part of these were able to read 
at the time of their admission; far the 
greater part were unacquainted with 
the simplest elements of learning, and 
most of them were lamentably desti- 
tute of the knowledge of their moral 
and religious duties. 

The duties which devolved on the 
teachers in this school have been ve- 
ry arduous. ‘lhe situation in life of 
this class of people prevents their ap- 
plication to study except on the Lord’s 
day. About fifteen teachers on an 
average and four managers have found 
full and arduous employment in dis- 
charging their duties in this school. 
Most of the coloured people who 
have attended school, have expressed 
an earnest desire to learn to read ; 
more unremitted attention than most 
of them give to their siudies during 
school hours could not be exercised— 
and the progress which they have 
made surpasses expectation. The 
greater part of those who have punc- 
tually attended the school have learn- 
ed to spell and read; many of them 
to read the Bible with ease. When 
the want of leisure, and the hard ser- 
vices of most of these people are con- 
sidered, their progress in learning, 
by spending only a portion of one day 
in the week, will certainly be thought 
considerable. A number of the schol- 
ars, but principally females, have ex- 
hibited powers of memory and readi- 
ness of committing not often exceeded. 
One servant girl of about 21 years of 
age, committed to memory and repeated 
with great accuracy about Two ¥OUN- 
DRED verses of Scripture every Sabbath 


for many weeks together ; three others 


of about 18 years of age, commonly 
committed about 100 verses in a week, 
and a number have usually recit- 
ed from 20 to 30 verses a week. The 
Catechism adopted by the Board was 
introduced the second quarter, and 
learned in a short time by nearly all 
the scholars, and was made the basis 
of public religious instruction by the 
managers for some time. During the 
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former part of the year it was found 
necessary to devote most of the hours 
allotted for the school to instructing 
the scholars in reading. 

The task of communicating religious 
instruction to those who cannot read 
is exceedingly difficult. But as the 
teachers were happily persons who 
felt the power of religion in their 
own hearts, they did not omit any op- 
portunity of impressing the great 
truths of Holy Writ on the minds of 
their pupils, in familiar conversation. 
For some months past the managers 
have endeavoured to unfold to the un 
derstanding, and impress on the hearts 
and consciences of the scholars, the 
great doctrines of Christianity, and the 
glorious plan ef salvation through a 
crucified Redeemer and Mediator, in 
stated addresses to the school. Jus- 
tice and truth render it necessary to 
makea painful discrimination between 
the male and female portions of the 
schools. With some few exceptions, 
the males have been less punctual and 
steady in attending; less orderly and 
attentive while in school; and of 
course their improvement has been 
much less than that of the females. 

The effect which this school has 
produced on the character of the peo- 
ple of colour is ebvious. A striking 
difference of manners and behaviour 
is plainly seen between those who 
have regularly attended the school and 
those who have not. 

It is a subjeet ef much regret that 
many of the colqured people appear 
still insensible to glue disadvantages of 
a state of ignorance and vice, and re- 
fuse to attend the school, notwithstand- 
ing the motives of encouragement 
which have been presented to them. 
This is the more surprising, since the 
improvement both in manners and 
morals of those who have attended is 
most apparent. No school can exhi- 
hit better order, greater solemnity, or 
more intense application, than is wit- 
nessed here. A most. respectful and 
eager attention is almost universally 

aid to the instructors by their pupils. 

‘his respect is not confined to the 


hours of school or the walls of the 


school room—a sentiment of grati- 
tude for the exertions and sacrifices 
made on their behalf seems to pervade 
the breasts of those who attend the 
school; and a currespondent feeling 
of sympathy, atid an increased inte- 
rest lor their welfare, has been excited 
in the hearts of the teachers and man- 
agers of the school. Not only have 
the manners and morals, and general 
behaviour of the people who attend 
the scho@been visibly improved, but 
there is satisiactory reason to believe 
that the schoo! has proved the means, 
under God, of turning some from sin 
to holiness, and from the love of the 
world to the fear of the Lord. 

The fidelity and punctuality of the 
teachers of this school throughout the 
year has been such as to command 
the admiration of the managers. 
Though a large proportion of them 
are females, it has beeen rare te see 
one absent even in the most inclement 
days ol winter. 

‘The view here given of the progress 
and effects of these schools, though 
limited and imperfect, will, we trust,sa< 
tisfy the Christian community that 
Sunday Schools are among the means 
which God is using to diffuse Gospel 
light. We venture to go further, and 
in view of the great eflects produced 
by these schools in Europe, and in 
many of our large towns, to declare 
our conviction, that, after the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, the systein of Sun- 
day School instruction is the most pow- 
erful human instrument which God is 
employing in the advancement of his 
kingdom on earth. 





NEWARK BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract of an Address by Stephen Hays, 
Jun. Esq. 


Continued from p. 190. 


Whether the common practice a- 
mong professors of religion, of addin 
house to house, and field to field—of 
heaping up gold as the dust and rai- 
meut as the clay, and thus makiog 
provision for the gratification of ei- 
ther their own sinful appetites, or 
those of their children—of making 
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presents to the rich, the honourable, 


and the great—of adorning the body 
with useless ornaments, while a world 
is perishing for the want of Bibles and 
Missionaries, is pleasing to Christ, or 
doing as he did when upon earth,— 
are serious questions, which must be 
answered by professors at another day, 
Before the Millennial morning shall 
open upon the world, it is probable 
there will be a great revolut.on in the 
opinions and conduct of @ristians ; 
such a revolution as will shame the 
conduct of many Christians of the 
presentday. Instead of giving a few 
dollars a year, many, very many, will 
be found imitating the conduct of the 
benevolent woman in our Saviour’s 
day, casting their al! into the treas- 
ury of the Lord, relying with full con- 
fidence upon that promise, “J wiil 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
[tis a dictate of reason itself, thatin 
proportion to the importance of an ob- 
ject, ought to be our exertions to pro- 
mote it. And can we conceive ofan ob- 
ject more important than the kingdom 
of Christ ?—It was purchased by the 
blood of him, who now sits as King up- 
on the holy hill of Zion. Its object is 
the happiness of creatures, and the 
everlasting display of the uncreated 
glories of the ever blessed God. ‘The 
subjects of this kingdom are to be 
inadé up of holy angels and sinners of 
Adam’s race, sanctified, and redeemed 


- from the miseries of the fall, and gath- 


ered out of every nation, kindred, 
tongue and people ; its enjoyments, the 
vision of God and the Lamb ;—the 
limit of its duration, will be eternal 
years ;—the bond of union which will 
forever bind its subjects together by 
the most endearing ties of friendship, 
will be the deepest humility, and the 
most perfect love. Would we parti- 
cipate in its honours and its joys, we 
must be found among the number of 
its friends and supporters. None who 
live under the light of the Gospel, need 
be excluded from its enjoyments—and 
none but what may do something for 
its advancement. It is a cause, which 
interests the holy inhabitants of hea- 
yen, and for the promotion of which 


angels are ever on the wing. It isa 
cause for the complete success and 
triumph of which, all the divine pev- 
fections stands pledged. - 

What account can that man render 
to his Judge, who, instead of giving 
liberally for the supply of the wants 
of the peor and the destitute, has 
devoted his praperty exclusively to 
himself ? What can the professor 
of religion say, in the day of judg- 


ment, who indulges in “ the lusts of 


the flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the 
pride of life ;” and who, if we judge 
from external appearances, has more 
of the spirit of the world than of Jesus 
Christ? Nor less criminal is he whe 
from his unbounded covetousness and 
eagerness to gain the world, (thinking 
more of a dotiar than the salvation of 
a soul) denies himself, as well as the 
poor around him, even the comforis 
of life. It is a matter of lamentation, 
that professors of religion deny them- 
selves so little in the dress—their fur- 
niture—their manner of living—their 
pleasures, when the cause of humani- 
ty and the kingdom of Christ demand 
so much of them. Professors of reli- 
gion ought, in their external appear- 
ance and conduct, as well as in their 
professions, to exhibit something of the 
spirit and self-denial of him, whom 
they profess to foliow. 'To some, these 
observations may seem strange upon 
the present occasion ; but, the wants 
of perishing millions who are sit- 
ting in the region and shadow of 
death—the sin which the Christian 
world is guilty of in relation to this 
subject—the honour it would do to 
Christ if his professing people would 
deny themselves of al] extravagance, 
and devote that property to his cause 
which is now lavished upon their plea- 
sures—the vast difference it would 
make in the means which would be 
furnished for the building up of his 
cause—an increase of present enjoy- 
ment and future glory—and the sol- 
emn account I must soon render a 

the bar of Jesus Christ for the mafi- 
ner in which I have addressed you at 
this time, must furnish my apology for 
these remarks. 
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By the good Providence of God. 
my hearers, you have now another 
opportunity of doing something for the 
cause of our blessed Saviour ; this may 
be the last you will ever enjoy. Be- 
fore another sun shall illuminate the 
East, you may open your eyes upon 
the uncovered majesty and glory of 
that Saviour, whom John saw in the 
Isié of Patmos, and who now calls up- 
on you to send the joyful news of 
peace and salvation to the disconso- 
tate and the dying. 1 entreat you to 
give in such a manner, that if you 
should be called before another morn- 
ing to view that sacred temple, once 
crowned with thorns,—the prints of 
the nails and the spear, the everlast- 
ing aromor inls of his love for you, the 
heavenly vision may notpain yoursight. 

The consideration, my christian 
friends, that we have recently receiv- 
ed from cur exalted Saviour the most 
affecting mercies,* ought to enkindle 
our zeal, warm our love, and enlarge 
our hearts. Will not that father, who 
but a few weeks since saw ina_ belov- 
ed child, the dejected countenance— 
the falling tear,—who heard the mid- 
night groan,—and with emotions un- 
utterable, the morning song of praise 
io Jesus the deliverer,—will he not, in 
gratitude for that love which could 
stoop so low as to pardon a rebel 
child and make it an heir of glory, 
give liberally, that the children of pa- 
renis in destitute lands, may bear of 
Jesus, and unite their voices in the same 
song of praise to redeeming mercy ? 

And you, my dear young friends, 
who have lately espoused the cause of 
Emmanuel—who have still in remem- 
brance the wormwooad and the gall— 
who in an hour of extremity, when the 
last gleam of hope was about to ex- 
pire, and you cried, | am undone for- 
ever,—who thought you saw the open- 
ing pit and the lake of fire,—and was 
saying to yourself, as you looked 
downwards, there I must lie to Eter- 
nity ; and whom at that awful moment, 
Jesus rescued and plucked as a-brand 
from the burning, and put in your 


* Alluding } the late revival of religion 


in Newark, 
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hand a title to heaven—will you not 
do so much for the honour of your 
heavenly friend as to contribute liber 
ally to spread the savour of his name 
among tle nations? 

If the most affecting mercies that 
ever a people enjoyed under heaven 
—If the love of a Saviour and the 
kind influences of the Holy Ghost—If 
the rich displays of Divine Grace 
which have been made in our houses 
and in our temples—If the songs of 
new-born souls crying Hosanna to the 
Son of David, instead of the wailings of 
despair—If compassion for the mise- 
ries of a bleeding world—If the most 
solemn obligations to duty—If the 
coming scenes of the last day, when 
you will have to render an account to 
your Judge of how much you have 
done to promote his cause this eve- 
ning, will not dispose you to give liber- 
aily, 1 despair of success; I can say 
no more. I have tried to discharge 
my duty according to the best of my 
feeble powers, dnd-as in the presence 
of God. I hope you will now and at 
all times discharge yours,—that when 
we come to stand at the bar of Christ, 
and when enquiry shall be made by the 
Judge himself whether we have done 
all in our power to build up his king- 
dom upon earth, we may be able to 
answer in the aflirmative—and each 
one receive the blessed sentence of 
the Judge, “* Well done good and faith- 
ful servant enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” 





ADDRESS OF DR. PROUDFIT. 

At a meeting in the city of New-York, 
Jor the purpose of forming the Uni- 
ted Missionary Society (see p. 157,) an 
Address was delivered by Dr. Prond- 
Jit. from which we make the follow- 
ing exiracts. 

Mr. Chairman—I rise to second the 
motion proposed by that very respec- 
ted and beloved brother who has now 
addressed you, and with him most 
cerdially unite in hailing the auspi- 
cious occaston of our meeting. It 
may justly be considered as forming 
a new era in the history of missions, 
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and various considerations rush irre- 
sistably upon my soul, and swell it 
with more than ordinary transports of 
joy. Fifteen months have no: yet e- 
lapsed sinee we convened in this city 
to organize that grand national insti- 
tution, “the American Bible Socie- 
ty :” again we are convened for a dif- 
ferent purpose, but one equally im- 
rtant, to constitute a “ Foreign 
issionary Society,” because faith 
cometh by hearing, but how shall they 
hear without a preacher. It is not, 
however, the importance of the work 
in prospect exclusively which elevates 
and transports my soul; not merely 
the anticipation of glory which may 
result to Jesus from our present decis- 
ions, or their benign influence on per- 
ishing immortals ; there are other con- 
siderations which concur to render 
our meeting more than ordinarily in- 
teresting. Weare collected from dif 
ferent regions of country, and different 
sections of the church ; we are celiected 
not in our individual capacity, but as 
the Representatives of churches, of 
churches too long sundered by separa- 
ting walls, and marking the movements 
of each other withthe eye of sectari- 
an jealousy ; we are collected, not for 
the purpose of enlarging or aggrandiz- 
ing the denomination to which we re- 
spectively belong, but to compare our 
views, and combine our efiorts, for 
giving toour common Saviour, in ac- 
tual possession, the heathen which are 
his inherwance by right; with united 
hands we have taken the standard of 
the cross, and with united hearts have 
resolved to aim at rearing it in lands 
where the throne of the arch-usurper 
has hitherto remained uninvaded, un- 
disturbed. Sup , Mr. Chairman, 
that our holy and revered fathers, who 
have seen, in the light of heavenly 
glory, that christians are one; that 
they are one with Christ, aud ought 
to be one with each other in every 
expression of mutual affection and 
confidence ; suppose that they were 
present, within these hallowed walls, 
as Moses and Elias were present on 
Tabor with Peter, and James, and 
John; what would probably be the 
theme of their conversation? As the 


latter spake of that decease which should 
be accomplished at Jerusalem, the for- 
mer would probably speak of the ful- 
filment of antient prophesy ; that the 
period foretold by Isaiah had.arrived, 
when the watchmen upon the walls of 
Zion should see eye to eye; and in 
speaking of it would probably unite in 
the exclamation, behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity. And who knows 
but the spirits of our deceased Fathers 
are now preseut ? who knows but they 
are really, aithough invisibly, hovering 
in the midst of us, exulting at the oc- 
casion of our meeting, and the harmo- 
ny of our deliberations. Surely, if 
there is a moment when the church 
triumphant appoints her de‘egation to 
meet with the church militant, it must 
be when the latter are assembied to 
devise new schemes for advancing 
the glory of Jesus, their Lord and 
ours. 

The periolin which we live is gen- 
erally and justly denominated the pe- 
riod of wonders. Events, awful and 
auspicious in the extreme, have oc- 
curred in our own age and under our 
own eye. Equal displays of the indig- 
nation of heaven in scourging the na- 
tions, and of its merciful interposition 
in behalf of the nations, have perhaps, 
in no former instance, been witnessed 
by one generation of men. We have 
seen the torch of war lighted up and bla- 
zing frightfully in almost every part of 
the earth, and we have seen that torch 
as suddenly and unexpectedly extin- 
guished. We have seen the tempest col- 
lecting, and darkening the whole hea- 
vens, and bursting forth to the per- 
plexity of the nations, and we have 
seen the cloud almost instantaneously 
vanish. The storm is changed into a 
calm. The sword of war, seemingly 
sated with the blood of man, now 
slumbers in its scabbard; and after a 
long night of ignorance, and disorder, 
and crime, and misery, we behold the 
dawn of a brighter day. And as the 
personal advent of Messiah was pre- 
ceded by a general peace upon the 
earth, we have reason to hope, that 
the peace which now prevails is 
precursor of his spiritual advent; of 
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his coming in the universal spread of 
his gospel, and the more radiant man- 
ifestations of his glory. Indeed, Mr. 
Chairman, great things have been al- 
ready done for promoting his univer- 
sal reign among the nations. ‘The 
Pible’has recently been translated in- 
to various languages in which it was 
not formerly knowu. ‘The servants of 
the cross, who teach the way of salva- 
tion, are now reaching parts of this 
globe where no spiritual pioneer had 
formerly*penetrated, and thousand are 
yejvicing im the love of Jesus on con- 
tinents and iSlands where the inhab- 
itants, during the lapse of ages, had 
seen no ray cf his glory nor heard the 
sound ot his fame. Yes, the Rose of 
Sharon, that Rose of celestial origin, 
now flourishes, regaling with its beau- 
ty and fragrance the senses of the spir- 
itual beholder, in many places where 
nothing but the heath of the wilderness 
formerly appeared. (Great things are 
yet doing for diffusing more generally 
over the earth the savour of this plant 
of renown. Wherever we travel, in 
our own country, or in other countries, 
we find these sacred assocjations, the 
Bible ov Missionary Society for pro- 
moting the spread of that gospel which 
brings life and immortality to light. In 
these “ holy alliances,” whether less 
or larger, all party distinctions are 
overlooked ; the hay, and stubble and 
straw of sectarian feeling are consum- 
ed by the hallowed flame of love to 
Jehovah and to each other. There, 
in heretical spirit, one no longer ex- 
claims, I am of Paul, or another, I am 
of Apollos, or another, I am of Cephas, 
but all rally round the standard of 
Christ, and pray, and converse, atid 
contribute for the enlargement of his 
kingdom. 

But, Mr. Chairman, much yet re- 
mains to be done before Jesus the me- 
diator will have the uttermost parts of 
the earth for his possession. ‘There 1s 


no need to indulge yourself in a gene- 
ral survey of the globe and its inhabi- 
tants. Look around for a moment on 
the Southern, and Western, and North- 
ern parts of.this continent. There 
you see hundreds, and thousands, and 
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millions, enveloped in the thickest 
gloom of spiritual night. They have 
no bible, in which they may read the 
cheering record that God hath given to 
us eternal life; no peaceful sanctuary 
to which they may repair and hear 
those good tidings 6f great joy, that wn- 
to all people a Saviour is born. What 
then is becoming -us who are their 
brethren by nature, and by the desti- 
nation of Providence are thrown in 
the same hemisphere with them ? The 
path of duty is, in my opinion, clear 
to us as the “milky way.” Let us 
arise and fell them how they, and their 
benighted, besotted, pitiable offspring 
may be saved, Here is our commis- 
sion, in the very hand writing of our 
master, and witness and judge, Go ye 
mito all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. Teach, make disci- 
ples of all nations. This commissien 
was delivered to Aposties by our Sav- 
iour in person, and by them has been 
transmitted to us their successors in of- 
fice, and their shafers in the anticipa- 
tion offuture glory. Here we arecom-. 
manded to disciple ali nations ; butthie 
convertion of the heathen upon our 
borders appears more immediately in- 
cumbent upon us. ‘They occupy the 
same soil; they breath the same at- 
mosphere ; they are by local situation 
more accessible, ai] a mission to them 
is attended with less peril and expence. 
Their forlorn condition is more obvi- 
ous to our view, and into their wounds, 
as the good Samaritan, we ought, with- 
out delay, to pour the oil and the wine. 
It is therefore a prominent and a ve- 
ry proper article in our constitution, 
“that we shall attempt first to spread 
the gospel among the Indians of North 
America, the inhabitants of Mexico, 
and South America.” 

I trust that not an individual with- 
in these walls will retire without enter- 
ing his name as a subscriber to the 
“ United Foreign Missionary Society.” 
I see around me gentlemen whose en- 
terprize and activity in their respec- 
tive pursuits have been crowned with 
eminent success, and upon whom Je- 
hovah in his bounty has showered pro- 
fusely the blessings of his providence. 
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I trust that such will give not only their 
own names, but those of their families 
as members of this benevolent insti- 
tution. For my own part, Iam free 
to declare, and the declaration is made, 
my master bearing me witness, with- 
out the least ostentation, that I enter- 
ed this room with the resolution of con- 
slituting each member of my family a 
member of the Society for life. It is 
a small tribute of gratitude to that Je- 
sus who redeemed me to God; who re- 
deemed me to God by his own blood ; 
and I am fully persuaded, that the dis- 
charge of this duty, without the least 
diminution of temporal interest to 
them, will conduce hereafter to my 
own glory and joy. Mr. Chairman, [ 
must again solicit your forgiveness of 
the trespass which I have now com- 
mitted upon your patience and that of 
this venerable audience. I must sol- 
emnly declare, that I feel anxious for 


the result of this meeting. Angels 


are anxious. ‘They look down from 
their elevated mansious to see who will 
be first in entering his name, and 
most liberal in the sum which he an- 
nexes to his name. The Lord of An- 
gels is anxious. He looks from heav- 
en to see whether we are prompt te 
throw into his treasury as in his provi- 
deuce he has prospered us; he looks 
to notice with what impressions we 
recollect the scenes of the Manger, 


and of the Garden, and of the Cross. 


In our love to himself, in our love to 
each other, in our zeal for his glory, in 
our holy emulation in spending for the 


_ advancement of it, may he see of the tra- 


va of his soul; may he feel a fresh 
exultation that he did not come, and 
weep, and groan, and dlead, and die in 
vain. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


The following communication from the 
Rev. Mr. Gillet was received some weeks 
since, but has been accicentally mislaid till 
the presenttime. The Editor offers this as 
an apology for his seeming neglect. 


Rome, Oneida co. N. Y. July 14. 
To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 
Sir—Since I have taken your in- 
teresting publication, it has not been 
the least pleasing part of it, to read 


accounts of the progress of religion in 
various places. Hoping it may be 
useful, I send you an imperfect ac- 
count of what the Lord has done for 
the people in this place. Rome is sit- 
uated at the head of boat navigation 
on the Mohawk. It was made an im- 
portant military post, at the time of 
the French war in Canada. It then 
took the name of Fort Stanwix. Dur: 
ing the American revolutionary war, 
the fort was repaired, and occupied by 
troops from the Colonies. In the 
year 1777, it was besieged by British 
troops commanded by Colonel St. Le- 
ger, and a large number of Indians. 
When the Americans in the Fort were 
reduced to extreme want, a report 
was Spread among the Indians that 
General Arnold was advancing a- 
gainst them with two thousand mep 
This report being repeated, the In- 
dians dispersed with great precipita- 
tion. Colonel! St. Leger being thus 
deserted, was forced to abandon the 
the siege. Soon after, the British ar- 
my commanded by General Burgoyne 
was taken, which gave relief and joy 
to the Americans. 

In forming new settlements, this 
Place was neglected till the year 1793. 
At that time there was but one dwelling 
house, where there is now a village 
consisting of 120 dwelling houses, a 
meeting house, jaii, court house, two 
arsenals, besides several other public 
buildings. 

But, to give an account of the pro- 
gress of religion was my principle de- 
signin writing this narrative. Though 
some of the first settlers were respec- 
table people, there were other things 
unfavourable to the cause of Christ. 
A congiderable time was spent in dig- 


ging acanal to connect the waters of 
the Mohawk with Wood Creek. Three 


or four hundred foreigners were em- ~ 


ployed, mostly of an immoral charac- 
ter. The Sabbath was profaned by a- 
musements,intemperance, and rioting. 
It was not till the September of 
1800, that a church was formed. This 
was done by the Rev. Simon Water 
man ofPlymouth,Conn. It then con- 
sisted of 14 members, 5 males, and 9 f 














males. Left without a Pastor, and oc- 
casional preaching but seldom, a root 
of bitterness soon sprung up which 
destroyed their peace, and prevented 
their prosperitv. When [ came here 
in August 1806; the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper had not been adminis- 
tered, during a year anda half. In 
the same time there had been preach- 
ing buta few Sabbaths. 
Public worship was but thinly at- 
tended, though a sufficient number re- 
sided within a suitable distance to form 
a respectable congregation. Still, I 
was told that religious appearances 
were more favourable than they had 
been before. This was imputed, in a 
measure, toan unusual mortality, es 
pecially among children, About 30, 
of various ages died, in the space of 
three months. A large proportion 
of those who assembled for divine 
worship were clothed in mourning. 
Though it was not generally known 
at the time, it was afterwards mani- 
fest that the Spirit of the Lord was op- 
erating on the minds of some. Four 
persons were hopefully made the sub- 
jects of a saving interest in Christ. 
Intimations were given me of their 
desire that I should settle with them 
as a gospel Minister. But difficulties 
existed in the Church which seemed 
to ferbid the propriety of their giving, 
er my receiving a call for that pur- 
pose. It was not till October 1807, 
that my ordination took place. A 
house for public worship was then 
building ; and so much done to it, that 
the exercises of the ordination were 
performed in it:—though it was not 
completed till the next summer. The 
congregation gradually increased, and 
the state. of morals, more especially 
as it respected an observance of the 
Sabbath, appeared. to be improving. 
Thus we remained, struggling with 
the church difficulties, till the com- 
mencement of ‘the year 1810. Dur- 
ing the autumn preceding, there had 
been a considerable revival of reli- 
gion in Paris, a few miles distant.— 
Seon After, in Verona, a town ad- 
joining Rome, the Lord appeared by 
the fuffiences of his Spirit. “Meetings: 
were crowded, solemn, and interest- 
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ing. These things were understood by 
pious people in this place. A weekly 
prayer meeting, without public notice 
was attended by a few professing chris- 
tians ; and it was evident that the Lord 
was withthem. They were enabled to 
wrestle with uncommon strength and 
ardor. The perishing state of sinners 
was carried to the throne of grace, im- 
ploring the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
thro’ the merits of Christ to decend up- 
or them. Conference meetings, which 
had been for a considerable time at- 
tended, became more interesting. On 
the Sabbath there was a solemn and 
fixed attention to the word dispensed. 
Several persons were deeply affected 
with a sense of their guilt, and anx- 
iously enquired what they must do to 
be saved. Christians rejoiced to see 
the progress of so glorious a work. 
But they were not lefi to enjoy it in 
peace. Much opposition arose to the 
doctrines that were inculcated, more 
especially to the insufficiency of un- 
regenerate doings to procure the fa- 
vour of Christ, to divine sovereign- 
ty, and the doctrine of election.—, , 
Preachers of other denominations ad- 
vanced different sentiments; aud thus 
strengthened the hands of opposers. 
Notwithstanding this, there was in- 
creasing evidence that the Lord was 
at work by the secret operations of his 
Spirit. Sinners were made to see their 
danger, to feel their guilt, their ina- 
bility to atone for their transgressions, 
the justice of God in their condemna- 
tion, and their need of pardoning 
merey through the redemption of 
Christ. When hopes were obtained, 
they acknowledged the power of God 
in bringing them to repentance, and 
in bestowing on them a new heart. In 
most mstances their minds were clear 
respecting the doctrines of grace. It 
mot, they appeared to be reconciled to 
the dispensations of the Almighty; 
and as one expressed himself, that 
“although he could not understand 
these things, he was willing to give it 
all up to God,” 

_Good works have been the fruit of 
this revival. Forty hopeful converty 
were added to the church, besides 
several others whose evidence of piety 
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was so strengthened that they made a, sed.. Arrows of conviction were fas- 


public profession of their faith. Af- 
ter this special attention subsided, 
coldness and stupidity followed, and 
church difficulties revived. Confer- 
ence meetings were continued, though 
but few attended, and apparently with 
little benefits. 
In the time of the late war, this was 
made a place of general rendezvous 
of recruiting parties for a considera- 
ble distance. Soldiers were quarter- 
ed here the most of the time during 
that unhappy contest. Professors of 
religion appeared to be sensible of the 
demoralizing tendency ; and felt the 
importance of being more especially 
watchful, and circumspect in their 
conduct. Several pious women es- 
tablished a weekly prayer meeting 
which is continued to the present time. 
Another prayer meeting of both sex- 
es, was commenced in the summer 
of 1814, which was atteded with 
much interest. Some time in No- 
vember it was changed to an epen 
conference, and People canie togeth- 
er in unexpected numbers. It was 
observed that we had never seen peo- 
ple attend with so much apparent in- 
terest, when there was no special re- 
vival of religion. This animated the 
hopes of Cliristians that the Lord was 
about to draw néar in mercy, and be- 
stow the influences of his grace. For 
so invaluable a blessing, many ardent 
prayers were offered up. Our eve- 
ning meetings were commenced with 
singing and prayer, after which one of 
Burder’s Village sermons was read; 
which gave rise to familiar observa- 
tions. An increasing solemnity was 
manifest till some time in January 
1815; when it was known that two or 
three persons were deeply aflected 
with a sense of their sinful state. The 
first Sabbath in February, will be, by 
some, long remembered. The Lord’s 
supper was administered; and the 
countenances of Christians exhibited a 
degree of feeling and solemnity, which 
left no rdom to doubt of their com- 
muning with the great Head of the 
church. The meeting in the evening 
was such as we had not before witnes- 


tened in the hearts of some, who found 
no relief till they were made to bow 
to the sceptre of Christi, and depend 
on his atoning sacrifice for mercy.— 
Religion beéame the geueral subject 
of conversation. Crowded. meetings 
were often attended ; a fixed solemni- 
ty might be seen in almost every 
countenance ; new instances of per- 
sous seriously impressed were {re- 
quently discovered; and the hearts 
of the pious were filled with joy when 
they heard young converts speaking 
of the wonderful works of God. ‘This 
precious seasou continued in different 
parts of the town, about six monthis. 
Since that time, 74 have been added 
te the church. The whole number, 
at present, is 175. 

Thus I have brought into view some 
of the important thiugs which the 
Lord has done for this people. When 
we reflect on the imperfect manner 
in which the word and ordinances of 
God have been dispensed; the cold- 
ness and insincerity of our prayers ; 
our errors and neglect in church dis- 
cipline ; and the numerous transgres- 
sions of which we have been guilty ; 
we have great occasion to be humble. 
We must say with the Psalmist, “ the 
Lord hath not dealt with us after our 
sins, nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities.” Though we sang 
his praise, how soon we forget his 
works ! 

We hepe, however, that precious 
fruits remain. We hopethat numbers 
have been taken from the kingdom of 
Satan, and have now an interest in 
the kingdom of Christ. We may 
have the utmost confidence that all 
such will be kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation. Though 
we must be sensible ofa decline in our 
exercises of devotion; other things 


may be somewhat encouraging. The — 


house of God is not deserted. The 
Oneida Bible Society, the Female Mis- 
sionary Society, the Young People’s 
Missionary Society, and the Society 
for assisting indigent pious young 
men to obtain an education for the 
gospel ministry, all find supporters in 
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this place. A sunday school, consis- 
ting of about 70 scholars, taught by a 
few benevolent females, is in a most 
fiourishing state. The monthly pray- 
er meeting has been regularly attend- 
ed almost two years. Though com- 
paratively cold at present, we hope 
for a return of the special influences 
of divine grace. Let us not cease to 
pray for the prosperity of Zion. 
Yours, Moses Gizer. 





Communicated for the Religious Intelli- 
gencer. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in 
Rutland, Jefferson co. N. Y. to his 
brother in this State, dated July 19. 


Dear brother—Ii mentioned in my 
last letter, that there were some fa- 
vourable appearances as it respected 
the state of religion fn this region ; 
especially in Champion. Since that 
time, the Lord has truly wrouglit 
wonders in that town. The awaken- 
iag which commenced last winter, has 
spread with amazing rapidity and to 
a wonderful extent. Sinners of all 
descripuons have been flocking to Je- 
sus like a cloud and like doves to their 
windows. I attended public worship 
there on the first Babbath in May, 
when thirty-eight were received into 
the church. Sixty-seven more were 
added on the first Sabbath in this 
month, which makes an addition to 
Mr. Dutton’s church of 105 in the 
space of two months. 
that a considerable number have uni- 
ted with the Baptists and Methodists, 
and that about fifty more indulge a 
hope, who have not yet made a public 
profession. The attention does not 
increase as i has done, although it 
still continues. 

It will give you peculiar satisfaction 
to learn that a work of divine grace 
has also commenced in this town, 
which appears to be increasing. A- 
hout two months since there appeared 
to be a visible change in the feelings 
and conduct of professors of religion 
in general. They unanimously re- 
solved to get apart a certain hour on 
the Sabbath evening previous to the 


I understand. 
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monthly concert of prayer, for the ex- 
press purpose of praying that the 

Lord would pour out his Spirit on the 

people in this town. And He, who is 
more ready to give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him, than earthly pa- 

rents are to give good gifts unto their 
children, did not leave us long without 
an answer. Although the work is not 
yet so great as it-has been in some 
towns around us, yet we. humbly 
hope that many have been called 

out of darkness into marvellous light. 
We expect that 20 will be propound- 
ed to-morrow for admission into our 
church. About as many more are re- 
joicing in hope, while many others are 
earnestly inquiring what they must do 
to be saved. The attention has been 

confined as yet to the middle road and 
the south part of the town. Many 
young people in this neighbourhood 

are subjects of it. But it is not con- 
fined to the young; many heads of 
families have been called in, and what 
is the more encouraging, they are 
some of the most’respectable and in- 

ftuential members of society. Thus, 

dear byother, God has at length ap-* 
peared to dispel the darkness with 

which we have been so.long surround- 

ed. “Lo! this is our God, we have 

waited for him, and he will save us; 

this is the Lord, we have waited for 

him, we will be glad and rejoice in his 

salvation.” 

I understand there is an awakening 
in Adams, particularly in that part of 
the town, called Robbins’s settlement. 
In the south part of Watertown also, 
there is an increasing attention to re- 
ligion. ‘The labours of Mr. Banks, 
our minister, are very great; but he 
seems to be peculiarly fitted for his 
work. He enjoys good health, andis 
much engaged in religion. But I 
must close. I hope it will rejoice - 
your heart when | tell you, that I 
have been much strengthened, and 
encouraged of late, in the duties of re- 
ligion. I think we have the greatest 
reason to repose confidence in God, 
who is faithful to fulfil all his promis- 
es, and who has said “ They that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy.” 














208 Socielies 1 Greenwich.—Bpiscepal Clergy.—Baptist-Churches. 


Worthy of imitation 

In the town of Greenwich, Con. a 
Female Society was formed in June 
last, for the Education of Heathen Chil- 
dren and Youth. In addition to this, 
there exists in the same town a Female 
Foreign Missiun Society, a Male Fo- 
reign Missionary Society, both institu- 
ted in the spring of I815. A Female 


- Charitable Society, instituted in 1811, 


for the relief of the poor of the town, 
and schooling children—and a Fe- 
male Association for the. ediwation of 
poor end pious Youth for the Gospel 
Ministry, formed last year. 





Episcopal Clergy. 


The number of Episcopal Clergy in the 
different states of the Union is as follows: 
New-Hampshire, 4—Massachusetts, 135— 
Vermont, 4+*Rhode Island, 4--Conuecticut, 
35—New-York, 67—New-Jersey, 1i-— 
Pennsylvania, 25—Delaware, 3—Mary- 
Jand, 86—Virginia, 35 North Carolina, 3— 
South Carolina, 17,—Tolal 255.—UChristian 
Messenger. 


Extract from the proceedings of the Gen- 
eral Convention of the Baptist Denomina- 
tion in the United States, at their fiest tri- 
ennial meeting, held at Philadelphia, in 
May, 1817; showing the number of church- 
es and members in eaeh staie. 


States Churches. Members. 
Maine 412 6287 
New-Hampshrre 98 3738 
Vermont 112 8470 
Massachusetts 91 7731 
Rhode- Island 57 5945 
Connecticut 49 6772 
New-York $21 23558 
-New-Jersey 2 1941 
Pennsylvania 60 ASAT 
Delaware 8 570 
Maryland $3 4455 
Virginia $14 11858 
North- Carolina 215 117118 
South-Carolina 169 11008 
Gieorgia 202 16834 


Mississippi Territory 56 2441 


‘Tennessee 169 974 
Kentucky 421 22434 
Otfio 1038 362s 
Indiana 67 74 
St. Louis, W.MSN. 8 216 
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2664 165,201 


There were no. retarns of the number of 
churches nor wembers in one'etitire assoct- 
ation, and the number of members “are nat 
veported from 142 churches in Virginia. 





No return of members from 18 churches 
in North-Carolina. 

No return of churches or members from 
one entire association in South-Carolina. 

No return do. one do. in Georgia. 

No retnrn of members from 8 churches in 
Kentueky. 

No do. do. 5 do. in New-York. 

These woult considerably enlarge the 
above statemeat. 





Sunday School Anecdote. 


A little girl of seven years of age 
was observed at the Sunday School, 
weeping. Her teacher affectionately 
inquired the cause. She auswered, “ I 
am a4 sinner—a great sinner—I want 
to know the Saviour of sinners, ‘Teach- 
er: will you show him to me?” The 
Teacher was confounded and speech - 
less for some time. She knew her ina- 
bility to comply with the child’s re- 
quest; for she had never sought the 
Saviour for herse/f. Remorse of con- 
science, conscious guilt, deep search- 
ings of heart, and fervent prayer suc- 
ceeded. She at length found Him 
who “ts the chtefest among ten thous- 
and, and altogether lovely ;’? and then 
took her infant pupil in the arms of 
her faith, entreating the Holy Spirit 
to pour into her young and tender 
mind that wisdom from above which 
maketh wise the simple, and oat of the 
mouth of this babe was- perfected 
praise. 





Persecution brings death in one 
hand, and life in the other, for while 
it kills the body, it crowns the soul. 
Plutarch says, that when the Gauls 
had tasted of the wine which was 
made of the grapes of Italy, nothing 
would suffice them but Kaly: So a 
soul that has orce tasted of the good- 
ness of God, and the sweetness of bis 
presence, can be satisfied with nothing 
but more of that goodness; saying, it 
is better than life itself. 
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